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Cruising To Heaven

Have you ever pondered what it would be like to spend days, weeks, or months with someone you find especially interesting or admirable?  Suppose the two of you were going to team up for an around-the-borders cruise … wouldn’t that be an incredible opportunity to really get to know each other?  If you had your pick of anyone with whom to share this adventure, what person would you pick?

· George Washington
· George W. Bush
· Bill Clinton
· John Kennedy
· Jesus Christ 

· Other

If you are like many people, you picked Jesus Christ. Are you interested in what he taught about some of the most important topics in the world? If so, please find some time to reflect on the questions inside this booklet.

If someone gave you this, they would appreciate hearing your thoughts about these questions. They will listen, and not give you a sermon or lecture about what they think the Bible verses mean. The idea is to share what the Bible teaches.

Each page has some or all of the following:

· question to reflect on

· one or more Bible passages related to that question
· context verses before and after the passage (“content without context can be pretext”)

· may be comments or questions for further consideration

Do You Have Spiritual Beliefs?
Some people wonder how everything started and how everything ends. For those who think that it didn’t just happen, and that there is something after the grave, we invite you to investigate what the Bible teaches..

Ecclesiastes 3

10 I have thought about this in connection with the various kinds of work God has given people to do.

11a God has made everything beautiful for its own time.

11 He has planted eternity in the human heart,
11c but even so, people cannot see the whole scope of God's work from beginning to end.

12 So I concluded that there is nothing better for people than to be happy and to enjoy themselves as long as they can. (NLT)

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (NIV) 
The Bible has much to say about life’s big questions:
· Is there some point to life?

· How should I live my life?

· What happens when I die?

To You, Who Is Jesus?  

The twelve disciples of Jesus had seen him turn water to wine, calm the storm, feed the 5000, heal the sick, and other incredible things. They were baffled as to what all of this meant.

Matthew 16

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?"

14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets."

15 "But what about you [Peter]?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"

16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.

18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. (NIV)
Suppose verse 15 above had your name instead of Peter’s. How would you respond to the question: “But what about you, [your name]”, Jesus asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Do You Believe Heaven and Hell Exist?

Matthew 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (NKJV)
Matthew 6:9 "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name.” (NKJV)
Matthew 19:14 But Jesus said, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven." (NKJV)
Luke 16:23 and his soul went into hell. There, in torment, he saw Lazarus in the far distance with Abraham. (LB)

· Regardless of your beliefs or preferences, do you realize the Bible teaches that heaven and hell exist?  
· Were you aware that Jesus talked about hell more than anyone else in the Bible?

Can A Person Know Whether They Will Be Going to Heaven or Hell?

1st John 5

11 And this is what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

12 So whoever has God's Son has life; whoever does not have his Son does not have life. 

13 I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, so that you may know you have eternal life.

14 And we can be confident that he will listen to us whenever we ask him for anything in line with his will.

15 And if we know he is listening when we make our requests, we can be sure that he will give us what we ask for.
16 If you see a Christian brother or sister sinning in a way that does not lead to death, you should pray, and God will give that person life. But there is a sin that leads to death, and I am not saying you should pray for those who commit it. (NLT)
· Have you come to the place in your spiritual life where you know for certain whether you will go to heaven or not when you die? If not , would you say this is something you are still working on?

· Do you care one way or another, or is your feeling, “whatever will be, will be”?

· What do you think of people who claim they know they are going to heaven?
If You Died Right Now, Where Would You Go?  If Heaven, Why?

Acts 16
26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains came loose.

27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped.

28 But Paul shouted, "Don't harm yourself! We are all here!"

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.

30a He then brought them out and asked, 

30 "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"

31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and your household."

32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house.

33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his family were baptized.  (NIV)

· If you were asked this question, what would you say? 

· If you currently or previously attended a church, what did they teach about: “What must I do to be saved?”

If Your Understanding of What the Bible Teaches was Incorrect, Would You Want to Know?

Proverbs 14
11 The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will flourish.

12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.

13 Even in laughter the heart may ache, and joy may end in grief.

14 The faithless will be fully repaid for their ways, and the good man rewarded for his. (NIV)

Proverbs 15

7 Only the wise can give good advice; fools cannot do so.

8 The LORD hates the sacrifice of the wicked, but he delights in the prayers of the upright.

9 The LORD despises the way of the wicked, but he loves those who pursue godliness.

10 Whoever abandons the right path will be severely punished; whoever hates correction will die. (NLT)
Have You Sinned During Your Life?

Romans 3

19 Obviously, the law applies to those to whom it was given, for its purpose is to keep people from having excuses and to bring the entire world into judgment before God.

20 For no one can ever be made right in God's sight by doing what his law commands. For the more we know God's law, the clearer it becomes that we aren't obeying it. 

21 But now God has shown us a different way of being right in his sight--not by obeying the law but by the way promised in the Scriptures long ago.

22 We are made right in God's sight when we trust in Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have done.

23 For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard.

24 Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares us not guilty. He has done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our sins.

25 For God sent Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to satisfy God's anger against us. We are made right with God when we believe that Jesus shed his blood, sacrificing his life for us. God was being entirely fair and just when he did not punish those who sinned in former times.. (NLT)
Regardless of what you believe about Judgment Day, what does the Bible teach regarding whether you are or are not a sinner?

Are There Penalties For Sinning?

Romans 6

17 In the past you were slaves to sin--sin controlled you. But thank God, you fully obeyed the things that you were taught.
18 You were made free from sin, and now you are slaves to goodness.
19 I use this example because this is hard for you to understand. In the past you offered the parts of your body to be slaves to sin and evil; you lived only for evil. In the same way now you must give yourselves to be slaves of goodness. Then you will live only for God.

20 In the past you were slaves to sin, and goodness did not control you.

21 You did evil things, and now you are ashamed of them. Those things only bring death.

22 But now you are free from sin and have become slaves of God. This brings you a life that is only for God, and this gives you life forever.

23 When people sin, they earn what sin pays -- death. But God gives us a free gift -- life forever in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
7:1 Brothers and sisters, all of you understand the law of Moses. So surely you know that the law rules over people only while they are alive. (NCV)

Does the Bible teach that sin is merely unfortunate behavior that God tolerates? Or that sin is punished severely?

(Note: next SJWF passage on page 20)

How Does God Regard Our Sin?

Habukkuk 1

8 Their horses are faster than leopards and quicker than wolves at sunset. Their horse soldiers attack quickly; they come from places far away. They attack quickly, like an eagle swooping down for food.
9 They all come to fight. Nothing can stop them. Their prisoners are as many as the grains of sand.
10 They laugh at kings and make fun of rulers. They laugh at all the strong, walled cities and build dirt piles to the top of the walls to capture them.
11 Then they leave like the wind and move on. They are guilty of worshiping their own strength."
12 Lord, you live forever, my God, my holy God. We will not die. Lord, you have chosen the Babylonians to punish people; our Rock, you picked them to punish.
13 Your eyes are too good to look at evil; you cannot stand to see those who do wrong. So how can you put up with those evil people?

13b How can you be quiet when the wicked swallow up people who are better than they are?
14 You treat people like fish in the sea, like sea animals without a leader. 
15 The enemy brings them in with hooks. He catches them in his net and drags them in his fishnet. So he rejoices and sings for joy.
16 The enemy offers sacrifices to his net and burns incense to worship it, because it lets him live like the rich and enjoy the best food. (NCV)

How Good Do You Have To Be To Earn Your Way Into Heaven? 

Matthew 5 (Sermon on the Mount)
19 So if you break the smallest commandment and teach others to do the same, you will be the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But anyone who obeys God's laws and teaches them will be great in the Kingdom of Heaven.

20 “But I warn you -- unless you obey God better than the teachers of religious law and the Pharisees do, you can't enter the Kingdom of Heaven at all!” 

21 "You have heard that the law of Moses says, 'Do not murder. If you commit murder, you are subject to judgment.'” (NLT)
Matthew 5:47 If you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do that. 
48 But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. (NLT)
· Does it seem like God grades a person’s behavior ‘on the curve’ when Judgment Day arrives?

· Based on this standard, would you expect heaven to be crowded or not crowded?

· How can followers of Christ know they will go to heaven?

If You Haven’t Been Good Enough to Earn Your Way Into Heaven, Is There Any Hope?

Ephesians 2

3 All of us used to live that way, following the passions and desires of our evil nature. We were born with an evil nature, and we were under God's anger just like everyone else.

4 But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so very much,

5 that even while we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God's special favor that you have been saved!)

6 For he raised us from the dead along with Christ, and we are seated with him in the heavenly realms--all because we are one with Christ Jesus.
7 And so God can always point to us as examples of the incredible wealth of his favor and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us through Christ Jesus.

8 God saved you by his special favor when you believed. And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God.

9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.
10 For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so that we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.  (NLT)

When You Think of God, Do You Regard Him as Loving or Angry?
John 3

8 "The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit."
9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?"
10 Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?
11 "Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness.
12 "If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?
13 "No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.
14 "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
15 "that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
17 "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.
18 "He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (NKJV)

What Does It Mean to Have Saving Faith and Put Your Trust In Christ?
Galatians 2

14 When I saw they were not following the truth of the Good News, I spoke to Peter in front of them all. I said, "Peter, you are a Jew, but you are not living like a Jew. You are living like those who are not Jewish. So why do you now try to force those who are not Jewish to live like Jews?"

15 We were not born as non-Jewish "sinners," but as Jews.

16 Yet we know that a person is made right with God not by following the law, but by trusting in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus, that we might be made right with God because we trusted in Christ. It is not because we followed the law, because no one can be made right with God by following the law.

17 We Jews came to Christ, trying to be made right with God, and it became clear that we are sinners, too. Does this mean that Christ encourages sin? No!

18 But I would really be wrong to begin teaching again those things that I gave up.

19 It was the law that put me to death, and I died to the law so that I can now live for God. (NCV)
Is It Saving Faith To Say, “I Believe in God” or “I believe in Jesus Christ”?

James 2

18 But someone may well argue, "You say the way to God is by faith alone, plus nothing; well, I say that good works are important too, for without good works you can't prove whether you have faith or not; but anyone can see that I have faith by the way I act."
19 Are there still some among you who hold that "only believing" is enough? Believing in one God? Well, remember that the demons believe this too--so strongly that they tremble in terror!
20 Fool! When will you ever learn that "believing" is useless without doing what God wants you to? Faith that does not result in good deeds is not real faith.
21 Don't you remember that even our father Abraham was declared good because of what he did when he was willing to obey God, even if it meant offering his son Isaac to die on the altar? (Living Bible)

· A person who says, ‘I believe in God’ may only be indicating that they are not  an atheist.
· Saying 'I believe in Christ' may only be saying they believe Jesus actually lived as a real person. 

· When Jesus cast out demons, they acknowledged Him as the Son of God. They could be said to have 'Belief in Christ', but that is not saving faith.

Does the Old Testament Predict the Coming of Jesus to Save Sinners?
Isaiah 53 (The Suffering Servant)

4 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God for his own sins!
5 But he was wounded and crushed for our sins. He was beaten that we might have peace. He was whipped, and we were healed!
6 All of us have strayed away like sheep. We have left God's paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him the guilt and sins of us all.

7 He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led as a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. (written about 720 B.C., NLT)

Is 7:14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” (NKJV)
Is Jesus Christ the Son of God? 

John 1:1 Before anything else existed, there was Christ, with God. 
2 He has always been alive and is himself God.

3 He created everything there is--nothing exists that he didn't make.  (LB)
13 All those who believe this are reborn!--not a physical rebirth resulting from human passion or plan--but from the will of God.

14 And Christ became a human being and lived here on earth among us and was full of loving forgiveness and truth. And some of us have seen his glory --the glory of the only Son of the heavenly Father!

15 John pointed him out to the people, telling the crowds, "This is the one I was talking about when I said, 'Someone is coming who is greater by far than I am--for he existed long before I did!' " (Living Bible)
There are a number of religions that have false teachings about whether Jesus is part of the Trinity. Some of these religions even have the words ‘Christ’ or ‘Christian’ in their name, but teach that Jesus was someone less than God coming to Earth in human form. All mainstream Christian denominations consider these religions to be non-Christian and not to be followers of Christ.

Why Did Jesus Die on the Cross?
1 Peter 2

22 He never sinned, never told a lie,

23 never answered back when insulted; when he suffered he did not threaten to get even; he left his case in the hands of God who always judges fairly. (Living Bible)
24 He personally carried the load of our sins in his own body when he died on the cross so that we can be finished with sin and live a good life from now on. For his wounds have healed ours!

25 Like sheep you wandered away from God, but now you have returned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls who keeps you safe from all attacks. (Living Bible)
John 1

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing 

29a The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,

29 "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
30 "This is He of whom I said, 'After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.' (NKJV)

What Does It Mean To Be Born Again?

John 3

1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.

2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."

3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"

5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
7 "Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.' 
8 "The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit." (NKJV)

· Why did Jesus come to die?

· What is involved in being born again?

· What does it mean to repent?
· Have you been born again?
Are There Several Paths To Heaven?

John 14

1 "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.

2 "In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

3 "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

4 "And where I go you know, and the way you know."

5 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?"

6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”
7 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him."

8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us."

9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?
10 "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.

11 "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.

12 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.  (NKJV)
How Do You Receive Eternal Life?
Romans 10

7 "You don't need to go among the dead to bring Christ back to life again."

8 For salvation that comes from trusting Christ--which is what we preach--is already within easy reach of each of us; in fact, it is as near as our own hearts and mouths.

9 For if you tell others with your own mouth that Jesus Christ is your Lord and believe in your own heart that God has raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

10 For it is by believing in his heart that a man becomes right with God; and with his mouth he tells others of his faith, confirming his salvation.

11 For the Scriptures tell us that no one who believes in Christ will ever be disappointed.

12 Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect: they all have the same Lord who generously gives his riches to all those who ask him for them.

13 Anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved. (LB)
After Being Saved, Then What? 

2nd Corinthians 5

11 It is because we know this solemn fear of the Lord that we work so hard to persuade others. God knows we are sincere, and I hope you know this, too.

12 Are we trying to pat ourselves on the back again? No, we are giving you a reason to be proud of us, so you can answer those who brag about having a spectacular ministry rather than having a sincere heart before God.

13 If it seems that we are crazy, it is to bring glory to God. And if we are in our right minds, it is for your benefit.

14 Whatever we do, it is because Christ's love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for everyone, we also believe that we have all died to the old life we used to live.

15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live to please themselves. Instead, they will live to please Christ, who died and was raised for them.

16 So we have stopped evaluating others by what the world thinks about them. Once I mistakenly thought of Christ that way, as though he were merely a human being. How differently I think about him now!

17 What this means is that those who become Christians become new persons. They are not the same anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has begun!

18 All this newness of life is from God, who brought us back to himself through what Christ did. And God has given us the task of reconciling people to him. (NLT)
Are You Ready To Make A Decision?

Revelation 3

18 "My advice to you is to buy pure gold from me, gold purified by fire--only then will you truly be rich. And to purchase from me white garments, clean and pure, so you won't be naked and ashamed; and to get medicine from me to heal your eyes and give you back your sight.

19 I continually discipline and punish everyone I love; so I must punish you unless you turn from your indifference and become enthusiastic about the things of God.

20 "Look! I have been standing at the door, and I am constantly knocking. If anyone hears me calling him and opens the door, I will come in and fellowship with him and he with me.”
21 I will let everyone who conquers sit beside me on my throne, just as I took my place with my Father on his throne when I had conquered. 

22 Let those who can hear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches."(Living Bible) 
2nd Corinthians 6
2a For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you."

2 I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.

3 We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited.  (NIV)

Key Questions

· Are you a sinner?

· Do you want forgiveness for your sins?

· Do you believe Jesus died on the cross as punishment for your sins and rose again?

· Are you willing to surrender control of your life to Christ?

· Are you ready to invite Jesus into your life and your heart as Savior and Lord?

Sinners Prayer to Receive Salvation

Heavenly Father, 

I confess that I am a sinner, and I am sorry. 

I need a Savior because the punishment for sin is death.
I know I cannot save myself by being good enough to earn entrance into Your heaven.

I believe that Jesus died on the cross as punishment for my sins.
I believe He rose from the grave to live as my Lord. 

I ask You to forgive my sins and send the Holy Spirit into my heart.

I desire to turn from my sins, and ask Your Holy Spirit to lead me to repentance. 

I put my trust in Jesus as my Savior and receive Him as my Lord.
I give control of my life to Him to lead me to live a life pleasing to You

Thank you for sending Jesus to save me.

I ask to receive Your Son’s reassuring words, “Your faith has saved you, go in peace.  Whoever believes in Me shall not perish, but have everlasting life. 

I pray this in Jesus’ Name, Amen.
How are We to Live Our Lives?
Matthew 7 (Sermon on the Mount)

8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And the door is opened to everyone who knocks.
9 You parents--if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead?
10 Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course not!
11 If you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.

12 "Do for others what you would like them to do for you. This is a summary of all that is taught in the law and the prophets.”
13 "You can enter God's Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose the easy way.
14 But the gateway to life is small, and the road is narrow, and only a few ever find it. 
15 "Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep, but are really wolves that will tear you apart.
16 You can detect them by the way they act, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit. You don't pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles.
17 A healthy tree produces good fruit, and an unhealthy tree produces bad fruit.
18 A good tree can't produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can't produce good fruit. (NLT)

What is the Great Commission?

Mark 16

12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country.
13 These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either.
14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen.

15 He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.
16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”
17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues;
18 they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well."
19 After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God.
20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. (NIV)

Can a Person be Deceived About Whether They Have Saving Faith?
Matthew 7:13 "Enter through the narrow gate. The gate is wide and the road is wide that leads to hell, and many people enter through that gate.
14 But the gate is small and the road is narrow that leads to true life. Only a few people find that road.” (NCV)
Matthew 7:21 "Not all those who say that I am their Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven. The only people who will enter the kingdom of heaven are those who do what my Father in heaven wants.
22 On the last day many people will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, we spoke for you, and through you we forced out demons and did many miracles.'
23 Then I will tell them clearly, 'Get away from me, you who do evil. I never knew you.’” (NCV)
How Can You Examine Yourself to Find Out If You Have Saving Faith?
James 1

17 Whatever is good and perfect comes to us from God above, who created all heaven's lights. Unlike them, he never changes or casts shifting shadows.
18 In his goodness he chose to make us his own children by giving us his true word. And we, out of all creation, became his choice possession. 
19 My dear brothers and sisters, be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry.
20 Your anger can never make things right in God's sight.
21 So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the message God has planted in your hearts, for it is strong enough to save your souls.
22 And remember, it is a message to obey, not just to listen to. If you don't obey, you are only fooling yourself.

23 For if you just listen and don't obey, it is like looking at your face in a mirror but doing nothing to improve your appearance.
24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.
25 But if you keep looking steadily into God's perfect law--the law that sets you free--and if you do what it says and don't forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.
26 If you claim to be religious but don't control your tongue, you are just fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless. (NLT)

If Salvation is a Gracious Gift from a Merciful God, Does It Matter How We Live After Being Saved?
Luke 6

41 "And why worry about a speck in your friend's eye when you have a log in your own?
42 How can you think of saying, `Friend, let me help you get rid of that speck in your eye,' when you can't see past the log in your own eye? Hypocrite! First get rid of the log from your own eye; then perhaps you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend's eye. 
43 "A good tree can't produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can't produce good fruit.
44 A tree is identified by the kind of fruit it produces. Figs never grow on thornbushes or grapes on bramble bushes.
45 A good person produces good deeds from a good heart, and an evil person produces evil deeds from an evil heart. Whatever is in your heart determines what you say.
46 "So why do you call me 'Lord,' when you won't obey me?”
47 I will show you what it's like when someone comes to me, listens to my teaching, and then obeys me.
48 It is like a person who builds a house on a strong foundation laid upon the underlying rock. When the floodwaters rise and break against the house, it stands firm because it is well built.
49 But anyone who listens and doesn't obey is like a person who builds a house without a foundation. When the floods sweep down against that house, it will crumble into a heap of ruins." (NLT)
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